
THIS IS

Message from Ari Z. Brooks, Executive Director
As COVID-19 continued to change our world, we witnessed first-hand how 
Montgomery County Public Libraries was critical to our community beyond the 
books in its collection. Although all MCPL library branches were closed in March, 
our community remained active through online programming, digital library 
resources, and our Rockville Bookstore. 

Libraries will help the community recover from this crisis, and they will play an 
important role in bringing us back together. Library resources keep us healthy, 
safe, and informed with ideas for sleeping, meditating, staying calm, entertaining 
children, and providing a trusted source of information. In FY20, FOLMC spent 72 
cents out of each dollar donated on funding programs and services, because our 
mission doesn’t change in a crisis—it only grows stronger despite our bookstores 
being closed and our new telework environment. 

We are pleased to present to you our FY20 annual report. Our activities and 
financials demonstrate our deep commitment to literacy, learning, transparency, 
and our community, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. This is FOLMC.
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This is Transformation.
FOLMC sponsors and executes a range of programs that educate, entertain, and enrich curious minds. 

All of us at FOLMC were saddened to 
learn of the passing of performer  
Bradley Fields, whose “Math Magic” kick-
off event during Library Lovers Month 
earned rave reviews! Mr. Fields was one 
of the first casualties of the pandemic. 
Our thoughts are with his family.

This is Change.
Wheaton Library  
Grand Re-Opening
After being closed for three years, the 
Wheaton Library and Community Recreation 
Center (11701 Georgia Avenue), underwent 
a multi-million dollar renovation. We 
proudly opened the new FOLMC Wheaton 
Bookstore in September, 2019, welcoming 
over 10,000 customers on its first day. 

It features the same great, high-quality 
books at affordable prices our customers 
have grown to love over our many years 
serving the community.

LIBRARY LOVERS MONTH
Celebrates libraries and recognizes  
their value in our community. “I love my 
library because...” postcard collection 
to show how library patrons use and 
appreciate libraries

MOSAIC CREATIVE WRITING  
PROGRAM
A program for middle school students 
to express their cultural identity through 
essays, poetry, and short stories. 
Winners enjoyed a virtual discussion 
with author Dhonielle Clayton (pictured)! 

LIBRARY AFTER DARK GALA
Due to the pandemic, our awards 
ceremony recognizing library contributors, 
donors, and professions became a popular 
virtual event. Awards went to Eric Carzon, Twinbrook Library, Carol 
W. Leahy, fundraiser and advocate, and the late Cokie Roberts, award 
winning broadcast journalist and bestselling author.

JUST FOR THE RECORD – A VINYL DAY
A day devoted to the culture of playing, making, 
collecting and repurposing vinyl records through 
panel discussions, makerspace, and musical 
activities. Delayed due to COVID - went virtual in July 2020

BOOKSTORES
Offers thousands of donated 
items at affordable prices to 
raise funds that support our 
mission. Open daily.

Rockville and Wheaton closed March 
- June; FOLMC pivoted to online sales 
and mail order book bundles.

Writers: 91   |   Middle Schools: 14
Winners: 10   |   Honorable Mentions: 12

RECYCLING
Our Bookstores reused, repurposed, or recycled approximately 
4,159,353 books in FY20.



CHAPTERS AND PRESIDENTS

Aspen Hill, Chris Swan 

Chevy Chase, Judy McGuire 

Connie Morella, Joan Greenbaum 

Damascus, Earl Patrick 

Davis, Robert Owen

Gaithersburg, Janet Brown

Germantown, Robert Fuss

Kensington Park, Katie Engen 

Little Falls, Jane Snyder 

Olney, Salley Shannon

MISSION STATEMENT
To strengthen, promote, and champion Montgomery County Public 
Libraries (MCPL), for it to better serve the learning interests and needs of 
the diverse and changing communities of the County, by
• Raising funds to enhance and supplement library programming, 

equipment, and services;
• Increasing public awareness of library resources and connecting local 

communities with their branch libraries;
• Creating volunteer opportunities for County residents to support MCPL;
• Engaging with the County’s library support community to address the 

ongoing needs of the library system, and advocating for MCPL’s budget 
to the County government.

Potomac, Edythe Wingate

Marilyn J. Praisner,  
   Elizabeth Matthews,  
   & Vicky Taheri

Quince Orchard,  
   Dawn Fairbanks 

Rockville Memorial,  
   Kathy Wessman 

Silver Spring, Joseph House

Twinbrook, Elaine Joselovitz

White Oak, Paulette Wright

This is Support.
Financial Support* to Montgomery County Public Libraries

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Tom Thomson, President
Fred Evans,  
Vice President
Pam Saussy, Secretary
Eric Smith, Treasurer

Lynn Abrahamson
Awo Sarpong Ansu
Frances Frost
Rachel Maleh
James Montgomery

Chuck Na
Denise Neary
Hannah Padilla
Laura Rich
Carla Satinsky
Tony Spearman-Leach
Kristen Theiss
Martin White

Dennis Horn, Counsel

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Ari Z. Brooks, Executive Director
Lysette House, Deputy Director
Lance Salins, Director of Business Operations 
Melly Kitenge, Office Coordinator

ADDITIONAL TEAM MEMBERS
Cheryl Peirce, Human Resources 
LF CPA & Associates 
   Laura Frene, CPA, CFA, Accounting
Paisley Green 
   Laura Rodini, Development  
   & Communications

Staff Development and Training ($30,000) 
FOLMC funding pays for supplies, speakers, 
facilitators, refreshments, and any follow-up 
sessions.

Urban Libraries Council Partnership ($12,000)  
Membership provides valuable assistance 
in ensuring that MCPL stays abreast of the 
latest urban library research techniques, 
trends, and advocacy.

Library Services Outreach & Education ($3,100) 
The project funds outreach, education, and networking 
activities related to State Legislative Day and 
participation in Citizens for Maryland Libraries.

System-Wide Marketing and Special Programs ($50,450)  
The grant funds printing of marketing materials, Go! 
Kits, 1000 Books before Kindergarten and other ongoing 
initiatives; focused marketing of MCPL resources such as 
databases; translation services, and more.

Volunteer Recognition ($8,000) 
Appreciation events in each branch/unit to 
recognize the value MCPL’s volunteers bring 
to library services every day.

*  This financial support is above and beyond the FOLMC core programs that are held in 
branches and benefit the patrons all year long.

System-Wide Programming ($30,450) 
Programming includes educational, awareness, health & 
wellness, cultural, arts & crafts, and musical programs, 
STEM programs, workforce & business development 
programs and financial literacy classes, speakers’ fees for 
the Contemporary Conversations series, author events, 
writing and reading programs, and programs for the 
Summer Read & Learn initiative. The grant funds presenters, 
programming supplies, services, and equipment.

This quilt, inspired 
by a retired librarian, 
was the highlight 
of our Library After 
Dark auction. Each 
Friend worked on a 
different section and 
fine embroidery tied 
it together. It was a 
beautiful emblem of 
connectedness and 
community—especially 
during these difficult 
times.

Support Totaling $134,000



This is Generosity.
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, grantors, and sponsors, we raised $172,489 in contributions to fund programs that benefit the 
library community. Every effort was made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If you feel there is an omission, please notify us immediately.

6TH ANNUAL LIBRARY AFTER DARK GALA SPONSORS AND DONORS
Anonymous 
Lynn Abrahamson*
Awo Sarpong Ansu*
Laura Apelbaum**
Wilson Badillo*
Daniel & Nancy Balz
Felicity Brown
Capital Bank, N. A.
Kristina De Los Santos
Sandie Deighton
Fred Evans*
Dottie Fitzgerald Auto Mall

Melanie Fonder Kaye
Friends of the Library,  
     Davis Chapter
Friends of the Library,  
     Silver Spring Chapter
Gary & Claire Funkhouser*
James Gilchrist
Amy Gravell
Parker Hamilton
Eleanor Heginbotham
Jane Hess
Dennis & Diane Horn*

Laura Frene, CPA & Assoc LLC
Sean Leahy
M&T Bank
Rachel Maleh*
Michelle Maxberry
Mary McCormick
Melissa McDonald*
Gregory & Tracy McGillivary
Jennifer McKinley**
Carrie Mills**
James Montgomery*
The Honorable Connie Morella**

Heather Morgan
Ray Mullins
Charles Na**
Denise Neary*
Hannah Padilla*
Stanley & Nancy Pond
Laura A. & Edward Rich*
Sanford & Doris  
    Slavin Foundation
Gordon & Pamela Saussy*
Sagar  & Sanyogeeta Sawant
Mark Schwartz*

$100-$249
Arlene Sirkin 
Lynn Abrahamson*
Blanche Alter
Carolyn Burns
Gene Calvert
Patricia & Timothy Carrico
Alison Cheng
William & Lynn Choquette
Roberta Cohen
Hannah Dean
Jessica Deibert
Jason Fabritz
Frances Frost*
Rita Gale
Joan Geer
Sarah Gilliam-Kincaid
Barbara Golden**
Paul Goldsmith
Megan Guenther
Sarah Guroff**
Rebecca Hager
Jacqueline Hall-McFarquhar
Dennis & Diane Horn**
Celesta Jurkovich
Steven & Beth Kaufman
Deborah Keene
Mark & Maureen Kennedy
Susan Klein
Joy & Johnny Kraeske
Marrah Lachowicz-Scroggins
Alison Lutz
Donald & Margaret MacGlashan

Maureen Madison
Margaret McDonald
Judith McLean
Donald Mooers
Denise Neary*
Cecilia Nunez
Charles Peto
Patricia Powell
Theresa Reynolds
Laura A. & Edward Rich*
Robert & Sarah Rosenbaum
Jane Rostov
Robert Dane Shaw
Amber Simco
Eric Smith*
Sharon Sturch
Phillip Thomas
Daniel Thomas
Jon Thorsen
Nadine Wettstein
Haili You

$250-$499
Catherine Cotter
Teresa Gimbrere 
Matthew Juhasz
Camille Reddick
Elizabeth Sherfy
Sara Silver**
Tom Thomson*
Pei-Ju Ting
Richard & Joan Ullman

$500-$999
Ellen Berman**
Fred Evans*
Michael Fallanhkhair
Christopher Kelly
Tom & Nancy Madden
Melissa McDonald*
Sridaran & Stephanie Narayanan
Original Pancake House
Hannah Padilla*
Renaissance Charitable  
    Foundation
Pam Saussy*
Scott & Patrice Brickman  
    Family Foundation
Don Slater

$1,000 and above
Arts & Humanities Council  
    of Montgomery
Boon Supply
Amy Holcomb
Host Hotels & Resorts, LP
James Montgomery*
Aimee Primeaux
Carla Satinsky*
Stephen & Dian Seidel
Audrey Solnit
Eleanor Williams

FY20 DONORS

* = Current Board, ** = Former Board 
A special thanks to our almost 2,000 
members contributing at all levels of 
our organization.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY – FYE JUNE 30, 2020
Audit presented by Squire, Lemkin + Company LLP, May 19, 2021

Total Income 
$2,373,278

Total Expenses 
$2,793,943

See our complete audited financial statements on our website at www.folmc.org.

34% Earned Income  
$816,158

64% Contributed Income 
$1,524,644

1% Other Income  
$20,270

> 1% In-Kind  
$12,206

85.2% Program Services 
$2,382,311

13.5% Management & General 
$378,556

1.2% Fundraising  
$33,076

This is Transparency.

Eric Smith*
Tony Spearman-Leach*
Kristen Theiss*
Tom Thomson*
Sam & Anita Vassallo
Sandra Vogelgesang
Sandra Walsh
David & Robyn Watts
Martin White*
Rivka Yerushalmi
Joel Yesley**

Anonymous 
Cara Thomas
Lynn Abrahamson*
Anonymous
Laura Apelbaum**
Wilson Badillo*
Jenny Bennett
Patricia Carrico
Diamond Chaflawee
Rick Chen
Kristina de los Santos
Ann Dorough**
June Eichner
Laura Frene
Frances Frost*
Linda Gianessi
Amy Gravell
Kelly Headd**
Regina Holyfield-Jewett
Sam and Jane Ireland
Sean Kelly
Ginnie Kiesewetter
Lynn Kinch
Francine Lamoriello**
Susan Levine
Katharyn Marks
Lauren Masatsugu
Susan Milligan
Frank Molony
James Montgomery*
Joan Moyers

POWER 2 GIVE
Aimee Mui
Paige Nerenberg*
Hannah Padilla*
Jamie Pflasterer
Jay Pierson
Shu-Ping Chan**
Zohar Rom
Jeffrey Rule
Ellen Sachs
Pam Saussy*
Sara Silver**
Kathy Sklar**
Don & Tina Slater
Eric Smith*
Marianne Smythe
Robert Solomon
Tony Spearman-Leach*
Kristen Theiss*
Elisabeth Thibeau
Tom Thomson*
Theresa Toigo
Nan Venit
Stacie Vodra
Rudy & Aremita Watson**
Elizabeth Weitz
Burgi Zenhaeusern

http://www.folmc.org

